
Always remember that your present situation is not your final destination.  
The best is yet to come. 

A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT MORSE 

Dear Oyster River Families, 
 
As always, I hope this newsletter finds you all safe and healthy.  The impact of COVID-19 is impacting all aspects of 
our lives.  It’s clear our students miss their faculty and staff and we miss all of them!  School buildings are empty 
spaces with our teachers and students. 
 
As you find time to look over this week’s newsletter, I am including teacher and student work as so much of what 
is happening in Oyster River is inspirational.  The lead article this week was written by students participating in 
Mouth of the River, a high school publication.  I was so impressed with this student perspective on remote 
learning and I am confident you will be too. 
 
This issue includes other pieces of note, a graphic organizer for parents and students, musical pieces, and pictures 
from appreciative parents.  I hope you find meaning and joy in this issue. 
 
BTW, The ORCSD School Board continues to discuss issues of importance related to the impact of remote learning, 
such as grading at the high school and 2019-20 calendar Issues.   The next meeting is April 15, 2020 at 7:00 pm.  
You can stream the meeting live at https://www.orcsd.org/stream.   Also, if you wish to provide public comment 
you can do so in writing by 2:00 p.m. April 14, 2020 to wdifruscio@orcsd.org. 
 
My best to all of you and thank you for the hundreds of emails over these past weeks. Please continue to stay safe 
and stay healthy. 
 

New post on Mouth of the River 

 

ORHS Transitions to Remote Learning 
by Emily Hamilton MOR  

This article was written by multiple students in an attempt to cover the many ways remote learning has 

impacted the Oyster River community. Kaleigh Boulanger, Ella Gianino, Emily Hamilton, Tess Parrott, Maria 

Shuba, and Elise Wollheim contributed to the writing of this article and Chase Amarosa captured the 

featured image. Each bolded section highlights a different subpoint of the effects on the community, so feel 

free to skip to the sections that interest you or enjoy the article as a whole.  

https://mor.news/2020/04/03/orhs-transitions-to-remote-learning/ 
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Always remember that your present situation is not your final destination.  
The best is yet to come. 

Suzanne Filippone, ORHS Principal says it best. 

Take a Deep Breath!  

Focus on the core competencies not content.  Content supports the competencies.  Use competencies and Vision of 
a Graduate to drive your lessons and curriculum.  Be creative and realistic.  Think outside of the box. 

• Remember you have 5 classes (many of you with 3 preps) kids have 6 or 7 classes (that means they have 6 
or 7 preps).  If you feel overwhelmed, then I am sure your students do as well. 

• Some kids still do not have internet (we are working on this), many kids cannot print, sometimes they do 
not have rulers or protractors and we all have technical difficulties throughout our day   

• Do not have synchronous classes outside of your scheduled period and no one is to have Friday classes.    
• Assignments should only be due on the day you have class – Kids are struggling to keep it all straight.    
• Focus on one task or assignment at a time. Do not assuming kids can organize multiple, 

overlapping assignments in your class, especially if they are taking 6 or 7 classes.   

Use the Team Approach! 

• Please remember this is a team approach and parents must be included in all emails.  Parents are our 
biggest allies.  For many kids' parents have become academic facilitators/tutors.  

• Ask for advice.  If you are not sure about an assignment or assessment reach out to your Department Head 
or a colleague.   

• If you are worried about a student reach out to their parent or guardian, counselor or another teacher that 
shares the same student, or an administrator.  

   Stay Connected!  

• Make sure you are available during your class period for student questions and support.  This is class time 
even if you are practice asynchronous learning.  Kids are longing for to feel connections.  

• Kids feel like they have busy work.  Make sure your assignments are relevant or connected.  Students are 
more likely to engage in things that they see as relevant.   

• If kids only see Schoology assignments and never see or hear you they are more likely to be disconnected 
from their learning.   

Be patient and assume positive intent!  

• We need to be patient with each other.  We are all working hard, kids and adults.   
• Don't assume that kids are trying to get out of doing work or have negative intent.   
• Please do not lose sight of the fact that we are in the middle of a pandemic.  None of us have experienced 

anything like this in our lifetime.   
• **Our students are children experiencing the loss of loved ones, watching family members go on 

unemployment, feeling heightened stress all around them, hearing about COVID-19 every time they get on 
Twitter or Instagram or even turn the TV on.  We are all inundated with this pandemic.   

• Kids need help processing the pandemic, but they also need an escape from the stress associated with 
it.  Be that person who helps alleviate their stress.  

• We need to remember things are not the same, we are not the same, kids are not the same and we need to 
be patient and compassionate.   

Please remember that the Leadership Team is here for all of you as well.  We have confidence in all of you and we 
know that you are working hard.  We want all of you to be good to yourselves too.  We all need time to take a walk, 
play a board game, watch a movie or to just sit in quietly and relax.  I am concerned that your students and all of 
you are not able to do these things.  I am getting the impression that we all need to be reminded to take a deep 
breath and slow down.   
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This graphic organizer was developed by Brian Ryan, Assistant Director of Student Services to help 

teachers, students, and parents.  Hope you find it useful. 

FRIDAY RE-LEARN DAYS PLANNER
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From Mast Way: 
 
We have a fun, low-stress idea to help us all feel linked together in the greater MW community!! It is 
called #world of love and many communities are doing it to show their love to one another and the 
world.  We thought you might enjoy this as a possible activity this weekend.  It is a way we can combine 
our love of music and art to help each of us feel connected. So, if you have time and are interested...play 
this musical link while you cut out hearts.  The hearts can be made of construction paper, printer paper, 
tin foil, newspaper, paper bags, old maps, junk mail...the possibilities are endless. Make them large, make 
them small, place them in a pattern, or anyway at all.  The idea is to put them up on a window in your 
home, letting the world see your love and support.  As we experience this time together, through the arts, 
it feels less scary, less alone, and opens up new possibilities in our ability to stay united.  So, if you feel you 
have the time, we invite you to participate...listening to music and creating with your hands are two 
pathways to soothing the soul. 

Watch this beautiful rendition of What the World Needs Now for Virtual Orchestra with everyone!  These 

students are from Berklee School of Music. 

www.viewpure.com/QagzdvzzHBQ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QagzdvzzHBQ 

 

Thank you so much for of YOUR hard work in helping your children with home learning!  It is a HUGE task 
and every time we get an email, message, picture or movie; we are so very GRATEFUL for what you are 
doing to keep the ARTS in your child's life. 
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Always remember that your present situation is not your final destination.  
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“Imagine” ~ MS Andrea Von Oeyen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN90Cw_cbCU&feature=youtu.be 

 

Additional Resources:  

 

https://orcsd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_538005/File/Front%20Page/NASN_COVID-

19_parent_handout%204-2020.pdf 

 

newletters@ci.durham.nh.us 
 
 

 

If the SAU can be of service, please contact: 

Superintendent ~ Dr. Jim Morse at jmorse@orcsd.org 

Assistant Superintendent ~ Todd Allen at tallen@orcsd.org 

Catherine Plourde ~ Director of Student Services at cplourde@orcsd.org 

Susan Caswell ~ Business Administrator at scaswell@orcsd.org 
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